Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING of Toft Monks Parish Council held on Wednesday 31st  July 2024 at The Moorings, Bulls Green Lane, Toft Monks at 7.30pm
Present:   Mrs L.Holland, Mrs S.Daines (Clerk), Mr M.Matthews, Mr C.Capps-Jenner, 
Mr M.Hurrell (Chair), Ms F.Miles, Mr.A.Evans, Mrs J.Leonard.
Apologies:  Mrs J.Worsley, Mrs M.Shipp
Minutes of the Last Meeting:  Minutes for the combined Annual General Meeting held on 29th May 2024 were read through and agreed by all present. 
Matters Arising from the Minutes:  None
District Councillor:   Mr Evans informed us that the HOB Engagement Van will be in Thurlton week commencing 8th August 2024.  There will be a variety of staff present from different departments of SNDC to answer any questions that parishioners may have.
Planning:   Ref: 2024/0689 – Field View Barn, Pound Lane – Erection of detached storage building with shipping container and associated hardstanding (retrospective) & Erection of 2 x shower/toilet blocks adjacent to main building – ongoing (Also under Enforcement)
Willowhaven, Bulls Green Road – Under enforcement for structures on site without consent - ongoing

Finance & Administration:  
Chq.No:529   £75.00 – Donation to Norfolk Citizens Advice

Chq.No:530  £175.00 – Donation to TMPCC

Chq.No:531   £50.00 – Donation to NORLSAR
Chq.No:532   £25.00 – Donation to British Legion

Chq.No:533   £25.00 – Donation to EACH

Chq.No:534   £25.00 – Donation to MAGPAS
Chq.No:535   £75.00 – Mardle Green Maintenance Expenses – L.Holland

Chq.No:536   £75.00 – Bulls Green Maintenance Expenses – M.Matthews
Chq.No:537   £7.50 – Dog Poo Signs - L.Holland
Village Greens & Footpaths:  
Mardle Green – Ms Miles has worked hard clearing more reeds around the pond. Mrs Holland has cut the grass and Mr Shipp has strimmed.  A couple of the perimeter posts are sinking so Mr Matthews and Mr Hurrell will look at these.  Ms Miles has checked that the lifebuoy is all present and operational.  The clerk was asked to purchase some cheap paving slabs to put under the noticeboard.
Bulls Green – Mr Matthews informed us that he has strimmed around the fruit trees and that they seem to be doing well and fruiting nicely.
Maypole Green – It has been reported that there is a strange looking algae on the surface of the pond.  Samples have been taken but we are assured that it will disappear with the next good rainfall. 
Footpaths – Some of the footpaths are still unpassable so the clerk will contact the relevant farmers as soon as harvest is over.  Mr Hurrell is going to report the two broken footpath signs.
Highways: 

We have received notice from Highways that the A143 will be closed for four days to carry out maintenance work.  There will be a diversion in place.
Mr Capps-Jenner informed us that Pound Lane will also have a closure soon as there is a fractured 6” water pipe near to Field View Barns.

The clerk was asked to contact Highways again regarding the installation of a SAMS2/Smiley Face unit on the main road.  It was previous rejected by Highways as it would be in a 40mph zone rather that the required 30mph zone.  Mrs Leonard has set up a Speed Watch Program Committee and was present at the meeting.  She has organised a petition for parishioners to sign to put forward to Highways for a 30mph speed limit on the A143 and side roads within Toft Monks.  Speed signs made by the school children are going to appear in prominent places within the village asking for drivers to slow down (these will be placed on private land).  It was agreed that the Speed Watch Committee, Parish Council, District & County Council should all work together in unity in getting a positive response from Highways regarding the reduction in speed limits.
Parish Church:   
A.O.B – Toft Monks Community Group are organising a picnic on Maypole Green on 24th August 2024.  The clerk was asked to check that our insurance will cover this event.  They are considering having an adult bouncy castle but we hope that the hire company will have their own insurance.  Mr Capps_Jenner will ensure that the electric cable supplying electric will be certified and safely installed across the green.
Next Meeting: 9th October 2024                                                                 Meeting closed at 8.55pm
