Minutes of the ANNUAL GENERAL Meeting of Toft Monks Parish Council held on Monday 15th May 2023 - 7.30pm, The Moorings, Toft Monks.
Present:   Mrs L.Holland (Chair), Mrs S.Daines (Clerk), Mr M.Matthews, Ms F.Miles, Mr.M.Hurrell, Mrs J.Worsley, Mrs M.Shipp, Mr C.Capps-Jenner, Ade & Julianne Smith (parishioners)
Apologies:  
Welcome:  To our two new Parish Councillors – Mrs Marion Shipp & Mr Chris Capps-Jenner.

All Councillors signed their Acceptance to Office Forms & were given Declaration of Interest Forms to complete and return to the clerk in the next week for submission to SNDC

The Toft Monks Code of Conduct was officially adopted

Election of Chair & Vice Chair:  It was unanimously voted that Mrs Holland should stand as Chair & Mr Matthews as Vice Chair.
Minutes of the Last Meeting: (combined Ordinary & Annual Public Assembly) held on 4th April 2023 were read through and agreed by all present. 
Matters Arising from the Minutes  Ms Miles has now completed compiling some very useful information together to be displayed on the noticeboard.  This will also go on our website – thank you Fiona.
The new latch is going on the noticeboard next week to enable members of the public to access this without a key.

No update on Mardle Road flooding issue.

Planning:   
Ref: 2023/1256 – Barn West of Dovecote, Pound Lane – Change of use from Agricultural building to B8 storage.  PC will look at this application and report back to the clerk.
Ref: 2023/1169 – The Hamlet, Burnthouse Lane – two storey extension & single storey sunroom – The PC will look at this application and report back to the clerk

Current Enforcement Cases: Land East of Bulls Green Road (known as The Willow Farm): The Enforcement Officer visited the site in April and noted that one of the caravans had been removed.  The owner was informed that he must do a pre-application for future use of the site and then submit an application.

Finance & Administration:  
Chq.171 - £60.00 – Maria Perks – Mardle Green Maintenance
Chq.172 - £290.93 – Zurich – General Insurance 23/24

The clerk has received confirmation from the Audit Commission that they have passed the accounts for Y/End 31.03.23

The clerk confirmed she had submitted the annual CIL Return and received confirmation back that the full £696.03 has now been used up (on the noticeboard) and the balance is now nil.

Village Greens & Footpaths:  
Mardle Green – Looking beautiful after the hard work of Mrs Holland, Ms Miles & Mr Matthews, strimming, weeding and grass cutting. Mr Crabtree & Maria Perks have also trimmed the willow tree right back.
Bulls Green – We are unsure which tree is the dangerous one that Mr Lane has notified us of – we assume it is one the trees lining the road. We are going to investigate further.

Eric Patrick has very kindly cut the grass on Bulls Green.

Maypole Green – Mr & Mrs Sidor at Ponds Ruff, Maypole Green have purchased a piece of equipment to carry out some maintenance to Maypole Pond.  The clerk is going to write to Mr & Mrs Sidor to clarify exactly what work they intend to do in the pond as Toft Monks Parish, as owners of the pond, need to oversee any work that is carried out.
Mr Matthews has volunteered to strim around the bench which is getting overgrown.

Highways:   The Highway Rangers have been made aware of the un-maintained ditch that runs alongside Burnthouse Lane.  Hopefully they will clear it or inform the farmer that he must carry out his routine maintenance work as a matter of urgency.
Mr Matthews has asked the clerk to report a large pothole outside of his property

The clerk was asked by Mr Capps-Jenner if she could look into the purchase of a SAMS Speed Monitor for the main road in the village.  The clerk advised that there may be some grants available for this and would report back at the next meeting on the 19th July
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A.O.B – There is a vagrant living in the village in his van with a dog who we believe has mental health issues and possibly needs professional help.  A few people in the village are keeping an eye on him to make sure that he has food etc. and just keeping an eye on his general welfare.  Mrs Holland stated that he may be a likely candidate to receive funds from the Toft Monks Non-Ecclesiastical Trust which is place to financially help people within the village.
Mrs Holland asked for the approval of the three current trustees of the Town Estate Charity, who are Mike Matthews, Julian Bodmer & Chris Wells.  All present agreed.

Mrs Julianne Smith, as Church Warden, updated us on what is happening within the church.  Unknown to many, Toft Monks church was on the closure list but thanks to all the hard work of Julianne and her amazing team, fundraising over the last couple of years, the church is now deemed safe.  Mrs Smith has lots of ideas in the making.  Eg. Removing some pews to make space for community groups to hold meetings and events in the church, a lending library, Christmas festival to name but a few.
The three church bells are now working (played by Mrs Smith) and all present agreed how wonderful it was to hear them again.  There are currently two church services a month.

A planned exhibition within the church is to be held exhibiting old photographs and information about Toft Monks.  The clerk was asked to write to Thomas again (owner of the Toft Lion Pub) to see if we can have our box of photographs returned that was lent to them many years ago as these could be included in the exhibition.  Mr Matthews also holds hundreds of photographs and information that he is going to share with Julianne.

Meeting closed at 9.30pm
