Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING of Toft Monks Parish Council held on Wednesday 8th October 2025 at Clinks Care Farm, Toft Monks at 7.30pm
Present:   Mrs S.Daines (Clerk), Mr M.Matthews, Mr C.Capps-Jenner, Mr M.Hurrell (Chair), Ms F.Miles, Mrs M.Shipp, 5 x Parishioners
Apologies:  Mr A.Evans, Mr B.Stone, Mrs J.Worsley
Minutes of the Last Meeting:  Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 28th May 2025 were read through and agreed by all present. 
Matters Arising from the Minutes:  None
Planning:   
Ref:  2025/1030 – 6 St.Benedicts Close – Change of use from agricultural land to residential curtilage – SNDC approved.
Ref:2025/1824 – 3 Town Houses, Burnthouse Lane – Storage Barn – PC & SNDC Approval

Ref: 2025/0821 – Willow Haven, Bulls Green Road – Care Farm – PC & SNDC Approval
Enforcement Notice:  7 St.Benedicts Close – Alleged unauthorised extension of residential curtilage.

Finance & Administration:  
Chq.No: 212 - £310.00 – Matthew Powell – Removal of dangerous Tree Brick Kiln Lane
Chq.No: 213 - £667.20 – SNDC – Dog Poo Bin Emptying

Chq.No: 214 - £75.00 – C.A.B. – Donation
Chq.No: 215 - £175.00 – T.M.P.C.C. – Donation

Chq.No: 216 - £50.00 – N.O.R.L.S.A.R. – Donation

Chq.No: 217 - £25.00 – British Legion – Donation

Chq.No: 218 - £25.00 – E.A.C.H. – Donation

Chq.No: 219 - £25.00 – M.A.G.P.A.S. – Donation

Chq.No: 220 - £75.00 – Jason Daines – Mardle Green Maintenance 2025

Chq.No: 221 - £75.00 – M.Matthews – Bulls Green Maintenance 2025

Chq.No: 222 - £6.42 – M.Hurrell – Reimbursement (TP) for cement

Chq.No: 223 - £160.00 – Trevor Knight – Pond Maintenance Mardle Green

The clerk presented the accounts to date (03.10.25).

It was unanimously decided that next years precept should be increased by 10% to cover ongoing increasing costs, especially green maintenance and tree safety costs.

We still hold £1167.41 of CIL money within our bank balance.  It was suggested that another picnic bench for Maypole Green would be useful and perhaps look at installing one on Mardle Green also.  The clerk will obtain quotes.  Another suggestion was to replace the very old wooden noticeboard at Maypole – again, the clerk will obtain a quote.
Village Greens & Footpaths:  
Footpaths – A few footpaths remain uncleared (usual ones) but the majority of users have an idea where they should run.  The clerk was asked to contact Mr Collen regarding the footpath that runs from Burnthouse Lane to the church then across to Bulls Green Lane as the spring barley is now coming through and the footpath needs spraying off.

Maypole Green – The green & the outsides are now being cut by Jason Daines as Mel Sparkes & John Studley can no longer do this due to health issues.  
Concern has been raised from a parishioner living on Maypole that dead branches are hanging over the pond and need to be removed.

A request has also been received for us to trim the top of the Millenium tree a it is badly out of shape.

Mardle Green – The grass is now being cut by Jason Daines since Mrs Hollands illness and death.  Mr Daines is willing to continue maintaining this until The Moorings is sold next year.

The reeds have been removed from around the pond by Trevor Knights on his digger and the spoil removed by Mr Matthews & Mr Hurrell (thank you).  

Bulls Green – The footpaths running inside Bulls Green have now overgrown and wooden side markers either removed, rotted or destroyed.  A working party is going to be organised for these to be replaced.
Highways: 

The survey to see if we can reduce the speed limit on the A143 going through the village from 40mph to 30mph costing £4000 has been carried out.  The outcome was that they do not feel that it would be safe to have SAMS/SIDS units installed along this road!  Mr Hurrell is in negotiations with Highways and a site visit has been arranged for the 22nd October with Gary Overland and his boss Kevin Allen.
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A.O.B – 
Five Parishioners joined our meeting to voice their concern over a matter that has just been brought to light regarding the properties within St.Benedicts Close.  This cluster of houses were build by Munnings builders in the early 2000’s on land purchased from Mr Freeland.  We were informed that an agreement was made between Freeland and Munnings at the time that whenever any of the properties were sold, permission was to be sought from Freeland ‘to sell’ and a sum (undisclosed) was to be paid directly to Freeland upon each sale.  Apparently, the sum could be anything and would be calculated by Freeland.  One property is now going though a sale and Freeland has asked for £5000.00 to allow the sale to proceed.  There are 16 properties in this cluster and not one solicitor made potential purchasers aware at the point of purchase that such a clause existed and was a covenant on the deeds of each property.  Therefore, we can only assume that this was a business agreement between Munnings and Freeland and could not be passed on to each property.  None of the Councillors present remember any such clause ever being mentioned at the point of planning/development.  We suggested to the parishioners that they revisit their title deeds with their respective solicitors and ask them to take this matter up directly with Freeland and Munnings.  We will support the parishioners if they come back with clear evidence that no covenant exists.  
It has also raised concern as whether other parcels of land sold by Freeland over the years will also be effected by this alleged covenant. Councillors and the clerk are going to make further enquiries. 
The Councillor vacancy has now been advertised (replacing Mrs Holland).  Parishioners have until the 16th October to apply directly to SNDC.  If there are no applicants we are allowed to co-opt someone on ourselves.

Next Meeting: 26th November 2025.  7.30pm Clinks Care Farm Offices.

Meeting Dates for 2026:  28th January, 8th April, 27th May, 5th August, 7th October, 25th November 2026.

Meeting closed at 9.10pm
