Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING of Toft Monks Parish Council held on Wednesday 28th January 2026 at Clinks Care Farm – 7.30pm
Present:   Mrs S.Daines (Clerk), Mr M.Matthews, Mr C.Capps-Jenner, Mr M.Hurrell (Chair), Ms F.Miles, Mrs M.Shipp, Mrs J.Worsley, Mr J.Bodmer.
Apologies:  Mr B.Stone, Mr A.Evans
Welcome back to Mr Capps Jenner & also to Mr Bodmer who has been co-opted back onto the Parish council.
Minutes of the Last Meeting:  Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 12th November 2025 were read through and agreed by all present. 
Matters Arising from the Minutes:  None
Planning:  
Ref: 2025/3335 – 1 Church Farm Cottages – Cartlodge with Gamesroom – Application withdrawn
Ref:  2025/0821 – Willow Haven Care Farm, Bulls Green Road – Change of Use & temporary buildings – SNDC Pending their decision.  This has raised several issues, the main being that it is unclear if the care farm will use all of the field in question or only half.  Volume of traffic along single track roads and safe parking should also be addressed.  The clerk was asked to speak to the applicant to obtain some more information before we submit our replies.
Enforcement Notice:  7 St.Benedicts Close – Alleged unauthorised extension of residential curtilage.
The Hamlet, Burnthouse Lane – Building of an outdoor swimming pool on agricultural land.
Finance & Administration:  
Chq.No.224 - £260.00 – Jason Daines – Maypole grass cutting for 2025
Chq.No.225 - £20.00 – St.Marys Church – Meeting room charge

Chq.No. 226 - £1251.49 – Glasdon UK Ltd – Picnic Bench for Maypole Green

Chq.No.227 - £1760.00 – Sarah Daines – Clerks salary £1800.00 plus £320.00 expenses (minus PAYE/NI deductions)

Chq.No.228 - £360.00 – HMRC – PAYE/NI’er
Village Greens & Footpaths:  
Footpaths –
Maypole Green – The clerk received an email from a parishioner on the green, upset that a contractor had savagely cut her hedge to next to nothing without her permission.  The clerk assured her it was nothing to do with the Parish Council.
Mrs Shipp requested the use of Maypole Green again this year for the cricket club.  This was agreed by all present.  
The Clerk confirmed that Jason Daines will be cutting the grass again this year.

Mardle Green – The rose bush called ‘Linda’ has arrived in memory of Linda Holland.  It will be planted next to the noticeboard in the spring.  A simple small plaque will be placed on the noticeboard in recognition of her parish work spanning four decades.
Jason Daines will cut the green until The Moorings is sold.

Bulls Green – A notice has been placed in the woods from Suffolk Water regarding a project to relocate underground pipes.  Mr Hurrell contacted Suffolk Water and they assured him that this is very much the start of the project and there is only a 20% chance that we will be effected.
Highways: Gary Overland (Highways) has been in touch to explain that the flashing school sign that was removed in 2021 because it was faulty, has now been mislaid! Investigations are ongoing. 
Gary has also looked into the possibility of putting a safe bus stop in place at the crossroads on the pub side.

Church:  Plans are still going ahead to make the hub at the rear of the church with an addition of making a small kitchen area for refreshments.  A quote for £11,000 has been received to bring a water supply to the boundary of the church.  Grants have been applied for to cover some of the costs.  Supply from the boundary to the church will be carried out by volunteers.  
A.O.B – The clerk was asked to contact the insurance company to ensure that we are covered for Tug ‘O’ War at the May Day festivities on Maypole Green.
Next Meeting: 8th April 2026.  7.30pm Clinks Care Farm Offices.

Meeting closed at 8.55pm
