Minutes of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of Toft Monks Parish Council held on Wednesday 28th May 2025 at The Moorings, Bulls Green Lane, Toft Monks at 7.30pm
Present:   Mrs L.Holland, Mrs S.Daines (Clerk), Mr M.Matthews,
Mr M.Hurrell (Chair), Ms F.Miles, Mrs M.Shipp, Mrs J.Worsley
Apologies:  Mr C.Capps-Jenner, Mr A.Evans, Mr B.Stone
Minutes of the Last Meeting:  Minutes of the combined Annual Public Assembly & Ordinary Meeting held on 2nd April 2025 were read through and agreed by all present. 
Matters Arising from the Minutes:  None
Election of Chairman & Vice Chairman:  It was proposed and agreed by all present that Mr Hurrell would remain as Chairman & Mr Capp-Jenner as Vice Chairman for the forthcoming year.

Planning:   Ref: 2024/0689 – Field View Barn, Pound Lane – Erection of detached storage building with shipping container and associated hardstanding (retrospective) & Erection of 2 x shower/toilet blocks adjacent to main building, 10 x tent pitches – New Application (Approved by SNDC). 
Ref:  2025/0246 The Elms  Elms Road - Engineered repair to existing moat wall and reinstatement of existing brick wall – PC Approval – SNDC Approved
Ref: 2025/0849 – The Hamlet, Burnthouse Lane – Garage Extension – PC Approved/SNDC Pending
Ref:  2025/1030 – 6 St.Benedicts Close – Change of use from agricultural land to residential curtilage – PC approved.

Enforcement Notice:  7 St.Benedicts Close – Alleged unauthorised extension of residential curtilage.

Finance & Administration:  
Chq.No: 211 - £292.22 – Zurich – Annual Insurance
The clerk informed all present that we have received £164.30 from HMRC for VAT Year End 31.03.25

Village Greens & Footpaths:  
Mardle Green – Mr Hurrell is going to position some slabs underneath the noticeboard.  
The clerk has received one quote so far to have the posts replaced around the green - £4500 plus VAT.  She will obtain another quote.

The posts immediately around the pond used as markers for the grass cutting will also need replacing with something more permanent.  It was suggested (after an inspection) that new markers are put in place further away from the immediate edge of the pond to make it safer for Mrs Holland to cut the grass.  It was also suggested that it was not necessary for the grass to be cut right up to the markers which will also make it safer.
It was suggested we could employ a ‘digger & man’ for a day to have the bullrushes and weeds reduced in the pond as they are now taking over.  Mr Hurrell offered his services with a tipper trailer and has somewhere to get rid of the spoil.

Bulls Green – There is another dangerous tree on the edge of the wood that is rotten through (willow).  Mr Hurrell will get a quote from the tree surgeon to have this felled.
Eric Patrick has continued to do a fantastic job of cutting the grass on Bulls Green – Mr Matthews is going to tidy up in the orchard with his strimmer.

Footpaths – A few footpaths remain unclear (usual ones) but the majority of users have an idea where they should run.  The clerk wrote to Mr Gaze regarding the footpath leading away from the church (as she thought this was now owned by him) but it is not clear who the new owner is – ongoing.
Maypole Green - Mel Sparkes can no longer cut the grass at Maypole due to health issues.  The clerk suggested that she gets in contact with Julian Bodmer at The Old Chapel as he has a good community group down there and perhaps someone will volunteer to take on the task.  The outside of the green has been cut by John Studley for many years but he feels he can no longer carry on so this will also need to be sorted out.
Highways: 

The survey to see if we can reduce the speed limit on the A143 going through the village from 40mph to 30mph costing £4000 has been carried out.  We are awaiting the outcome.
A.O.B – 
Next Meeting: 6th August 2025 –  Ordinary Meeting at 7.30pm to be held at The Moorings, Bulls Green Lane.

                                                        Meeting closed at 8.35pm
